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Assar Gabrielsson Award for increased
knowledge of correlation between immune
system and cancer
The Assar Gabrielsson award for 2013 will be presented to Johan Aurelius for
his research into the correlation between the body’s immune system and
cancer. In his studies, Johan Aurelius has shown that treatment stimulating
white blood cells can reduce the risk of relapse in leukemia – blood cancer. For
the results of his research, Johan Aurelius will receive the Assar Gabrielsson
award and SEK 50,000.

It is a known fact that the body’s immune system plays a key role in cancer diseases
through its ability to recognize and destroy tumor cells. This is done, for example, by
certain types of white blood cells, called lymphocytes. Increased knowledge of the
correlation between the immune system and cancer is of vital importance to
understanding how cancer arises and how it affects the immune system, which could
potentially lead to new and better treatment methods.
“The findings from this research could contribute to the future development of better
treatment of patients suffering from leukemia,” says Professor Eva Forssell-Aronsson,
Executive Member of the Assar Gabrielsson Foundation (dedicated to research against
cancer diseases).
In his dissertation at Gothenburg University, Johan Aurelius studied the function of
two types of lymphocytes in connection with leukemia. He has, for example, proven
that cancer cells weaken the immune system by destroying white blood cells, and that
this can be prevented by strengthening the white blood cells so that they are capable of
resisting the cancer cells. Such treatment could reduce the risk of leukemia relapse.
Assar Gabrielsson was one of the founders of Volvo. In accordance with his wishes, a
fund for clinical research into cancer diseases was established. The Assar Gabrielsson
Award also includes the opportunity to receive a research grant of SEK 100,000. Over
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the years, AB Volvo has contributed to the fund’s capital and the fund is now able to
contribute more than SEK 4 M annually in research grants to young cancer
researchers.
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Journalists who would like further information, please contact:
Professor Eva Forssell-Aronsson, Executive Member of Assar Gabrielsson
Foundation.
tel: +46 (0)703-72 26 26.
Read more about Assar Gabrielsson Foundation at http://www.agfond.se
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For more stories from the Volvo Group, please visit http://www.volvogroup.com/globalnews.

The Volvo Group is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses, construction equipment and marine and
industrial engines. The Group also provides complete solutions for financing and service. The Volvo Group, which
employs about 115,000 people, has production facilities in 19 countries and sells its products in more than 190
markets. In 2012 the Volvo Group’s sales amounted to about SEK 304 billion. The Volvo Group is a publicly-held
company headquartered in Göteborg, Sweden. Volvo shares are listed on OMX Nordic Exchange Stockholm. For
more information, please visit www.volvogroup.com or www.volvogroup.mobi if you are using your mobile phone.
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